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Farmworker Justice: Georgia Department of Agriculture’s “Report on Agriculture 
Labor” lacks worker perspective 

Following the release of the “Report on Agriculture Labor” from Georgia’s Agricultural Commissioner 
Gary Black, Bruce Goldstein, Executive Director of Farmworker Justice, made the following comments: 

“Commissioner Blacks ’report is disappointing because the agricultural laborers – the focus of the report 
– play no role in the report.  Despite lengthy surveys of growers and other agricultural business 
operators, the report lacks any input from the seasonal farmworkers who are supposed to be the main 
subject.  The report does note that immigration policy is primarily an issue for the federal government, 
rather than state governments.  But the report ignores the “elephant in the room” – which is what to do 
about the fact that the majority of seasonal farmworkers in the United States are undocumented 
workers and we need their labor.   

Much of the report is a long list of complaints that some growers have about the H-2A agricultural guest 
worker program (although 91% of the Georgia growers have not used it).  One mind-boggling example is 
the allegation, aimed at legal aid programs, that “attractive women come on to my property, without 
my permission to try and talk my workers into suing me.”  (p. 58).   The report gives these growers’ 
complaints more than ample space, but there are no voices of farmworkers, farmworker organizations 
or even the U.S. Department of Labor, which has had primary responsibility for administering the H-2A 
program and its predecessor since it began over 60 years ago.   

The recent report of Farmworker Justice, No Way to Treat a Guest, is just one example of sources that 
could have been used to provide a balanced approach.  Despite the growers’ complaints, to his credit, 
the Commissioner did not recommend many of the harsh changes in the H-2A guest worker program 
that some grower groups have advocated.  His call for more education, outreach, research and federal 
action will undoubtedly anger many agribusiness representatives.  Nonetheless, the report missed an 
opportunity and demonstrated once again that many policymakers in this country do not view 
farmworkers as part of agriculture.” 

# # # 
 
Farmworker Justice is a national advocacy organization for migrant and seasonal farmworkers with 
more than 25 years of experience on immigration and labor policy. 
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