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Farmworker Justice Statement on President Obama’s Announcement of
Executive Action on Immigration
Washington, DC – Farmworker Justice applauds President Obama for taking action to address our broken
immigration system. Farmworker Justice has been helping farmworker organizations advocate for a more
just immigration system because immigration policy has profound impacts on farmworkers, their families
and their communities. The President’s administrative relief for certain undocumented immigrants will
help several hundred thousand farmworker families. It also represents a step toward desperately-needed,
comprehensive reform of our immigration system that Congress should enact.
“We commend President Obama for providing temporary protection against deportation and work
authorization for undocumented immigrants who have strong ties to our communities. Several hundred
thousand farmworkers who labor on our farms and ranches could be eligible for this administrative relief.
It is sensible and within the President’s authority. With protection against the constant fear of
deportation, farmworkers and other aspiring Americans will be able to contribute more fully to their
communities and will be empowered in their workplaces.
“Even as we celebrate with those who will be eligible for relief, we are disappointed at the limits of the
program. The eligibility criteria will deny administrative relief to many deserving farmworkers and their
family members, including many long-time farmworkers who do not have U.S. citizen children,” said
Bruce Goldstein, President of Farmworker Justice.
Goldstein concluded: “Immigrant farmworkers and other aspiring Americans deserve to be treated with
respect and should be given the opportunity to earn immigration status and citizenship. Demands by
some employer groups for exploitative guestworker programs should be rejected. Congress should pass
immigration legislation that remains true to our history as a nation of immigrants.”

###
Farmworker Justice is a nonprofit advocacy, litigation, and education organization that seeks to
empower migrant and seasonal farmworkers to improve wages, working conditions, immigration policy,
health, occupational safety and access to justice.

