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March 30, 2006

Dear Senator,  

The National Farmworker Alliance (NFA) writes to express strong support for the AgJOBS farmworker immigration amendment included in the Senate Judiciary Committee immigration bill that was approved on a bipartisan basis on March 27.  The NFA, a coalition of organizations that represent and serve migrant and seasonal agricultural workers, has been a strong supporter of the AgJOBS farmworker immigration bill for many years and wishes to see it become law this year.  We ask for your support for AgJOBS in the full Senate.

The Senate Judiciary Committee bill includes many important provisions that offer a realistic and practical solution to our nation’s immigration problems.  The framework set up by the bill provides a comprehensive approach to a complex problem.   We believe that the Judiciary Committee Bill provides real solutions to address the problems with our current immigration system:  earned legalization for many of the 12 million undocumented workers who are working within the United States but living in the shadows; unification for families that have been separated for many years; and provisions addressing the need for future workers that include important labor protections.  

As noted, we strongly support the compromise amendment that was included in the bill at the request of Senator Feinstein to reform our nation’s immigration laws related to agriculture.   We believe the reforms contained in the Feinstein amendment will improve the lives of those who labor to provide the nation’s fruits and vegetables and would provide the agricultural sector with a stable and legal workforce.  Senator Feinstein’s thoughtful work is an important addition to the Chairman’s mark. 

The Feinstein amendment builds from the AgJOBS legislation, S. 359, a landmark compromise between agribusiness, the United Farm Workers, and Senators Craig and Kennedy.  This legislation is cosponsored by 48 Senators.  The bill would reform the H-2A agricultural guestworker program to ensure it can meet the episodic needs of agricultural employers and would grant the opportunity for many current agricultural workers who are undocumented to earn permanent legal status.  

Today, somewhere between one-half and three-quarters of the U.S. agriculture workforce is unauthorized.  Undocumented workers live in fear in the shadows and employers need their services but fear government enforcement.  The status quo is simply untenable and demands a long term solution.  It would be derelict of Congress to draft a bill purporting to solve the nation’s immigration quagmire without including this solution for workers and employers in agriculture.  AgJOBS will help stabilize the farm labor force, giving employers the predictability they need to operate their businesses and farmworkers the opportunity to come out of the shadows and improve their living and working conditions.  The nation will benefit by knowing who is working in agriculture and by ensuring its food security.

We believe that there are still some problems with the Judiciary Committee bill that must be worked out by the full Senate.  We look forward to working with you to ameliorate the problematic enforcement provisions of the bill.  

We also urge you to be a strong advocate for the Judiciary Committee’s comprehensive approach including AgJOBS on the Senate floor.  Please oppose any amendments to AgJOBS that are not supported by the bill’s primary sponsors. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

National Farmworker Alliance
United Farm Workers of America (UFW)
UMOS
Farmworker Justice Fund

National Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Association

Migrant Legal Action Program
National Council of La Raza (NCLR)
Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF)
National Association of State Directors of Migrant Education

Association for Farmworker Opportunity Programs 

National High School Equivalency Program (HEP)/College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP)

Rural Opportunities Inc.
Coalition of Florida Farmworker Organizations
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