Rep. Jackson-Lee’s Save America Comprehensive Immigration Act of 2005

On May 4, 2005, Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-Tex.) introduced the Save America Comprehensive Immigration Act of 2005.  The bill is a comprehensive revision of current immigration laws.  Among its many provisions would be an increase in the family-based visa system and a reduction in long backlogs and other unreasonable obstacles in immigration applications.  

The bill includes three programs that would enable some undocumented persons to adjust status to lawful permanent residency.  Access to legalization would be available for certain persons able to establish presence in the country for at least five years, students attending a school in the United States for at least five years, and those who have been present in the United States since 1986, among other requirements.  Unlike many recent immigration proposals in Congress, Rep. Jackson-Lee’s bill does not contain a new guestworker program.  However, it would make changes to current guestworker programs by enhancing recruitment and training for U.S. workers.

The proposal, which contains many beneficial changes to immigration law, does not specifically address farmworker issues.  Some of the legalization provisions, such as the 5-year continuous residence requirement, could be difficult for farmworkers to satisfy due to the cyclical patterns of migrating agricultural workers.  The bill would not specifically change the H-2A agricultural guestworker program.  However, Rep. Jackson-Lee is a cosponsor of the AgJOBS farmworker immigration bill.  

FJF commends Rep. Jackson-Lee for her thorough and thoughtful bill which makes a number of corrections to the current flawed immigration system; and in particular notes that her bill does not contain any new guestworker programs, programs which often subject immigrant workers to workplace abuses and displace US workers.  Unfortunately, for these very reasons, her bill is controversial and an unlikely vehicle for a compromise.  Moreover, AgJOBS better addresses the unique needs of farmworkers.  Accordingly, FJF continues to support AgJOBS as a fair and realistic compromise with broad bipartisan support and a strong possibility of enactment.

