The Cornyn/Kyl Immigration Reform Legislation
Senators John Cornyn (R-Tex.) and Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.) introduced the Comprehensive Enforcement and Immigration Reform Act of 2005 on July 19, 2005.  FJF is deeply disappointed by the Cornyn/Kyl bill because it fails to meet the humanitarian and economic needs of this country and of the immigrant workforce.  

The Cornyn/Kyl bill contains two measures that are of particular concern.  First, the bill proposes a guestworker program that would be unlimited in size and largely unregulated.  The lack of protections for foreign workers would create an exploitable labor force and an incentive for employers to hire foreign workers rather than US workers.  Not all occupations would be covered under Cornyn/Kyl bill; importantly, it would exclude occupations covered under the H-2A temporary foreign agricultural worker program and makes no effort to revise the current H-2A guestworker program.  However, the bill seeks passage of a resolution stating that “consideration of any comprehensive immigration reform . . . will include agricultural workers.”

Second, the proposed Deferred Mandatory Departure (“DMD”) program would allow undocumented persons who are employed and have been continuously present in the US since one year prior to the introduction of the bill to sign up for deferred mandatory departure and plead guilty to being unlawfully present in the country.  The obligation to leave the US could be delayed for up to 5 years, but with fines beginning at $2000 in the second year and increasing each year for failure to depart.  As is evident from its face, instead of bringing undocumented workers and families out of the shadows, the Cornyn/Kyl bill would ensure that undocumented persons remain hidden.

AgJOBS continues to be the best legislative solution to the immigration crisis in the agricultural arena.  AgJOBS is a bipartisan, mature piece of legislation reached after years of compromise between farmworkers, their advocates and the grower community.  It provides a sensible, realistic, and humane solution to the broken immigration system in the agricultural context.  In contrast, the Cornyn/Kyl bill is an unrealistic, unilateral bill that would further drive undocumented workers and families underground and would endanger US and foreign workers.  Such harsh, one-sided proposals have been defeated time and again (the most recent defeat was the vote of 77-21 against the Chambliss/Kyl agricultural guestworker bill in April 2005).  The continued defeat of such proposals signifies Congressional recognition that some undocumented workers must be granted the opportunity to earn permanent immigration status.
